
Regulation Governing the Recognition of Institutions

1.
Pursuant to Statute XIV, the Senate may recognise any organisation as an institution in which registered students of the University may pursue a course of study, or part of a course of study leading to a Degree, Diploma, Certificate or other award of the University.  Such recognition will be subject to such terms and conditions as the Senate may determine by Regulation. 

2.
Under this Regulation, Academic Council will be responsible for recommending organisation(s) to the Senate for recognition as an institution.

3.
When making a recommendation(s) to Senate, Academic Council shall give due consideration to the following requirements with regard to the quality and standard of awards:


(i)
That the academic standard of awards are equivalent to those of comparable awards delivered at the University.


(ii)
That the academic standard of awards comply with the Quality Assurance Agency Framework for Higher Education Qualifications and any relevant Quality Assurance Agency Subject Benchmark Statements.  


(iii)
That the quality of student learning opportunities and experiences are comparable to those in the University and adequate to enable students to achieve the appropriate academic standards.  

4.
In addition, the Academic Council will apply the following key principles with regard to all proposed collaborative arrangements:


(i)
That it will consider collaboration only with organisations which have the ability to successfully deliver programmes to appropriate academic standards, the financial standing to sustain them, and the legal standing to contract to their delivery. 


(ii)
That it will approve programmes taught, in whole or part, only in collaborative organisations which can meet appropriate academic standards and which offer the learning opportunities and experiences necessary for students to attain those standards.


(iii)
That it will negotiate arrangements for collaboration only with organisations which will enable it to effectively discharge its responsibilities for the academic standard of awards. 


(iv)
That it requires that these arrangements should be set out in the form of a legally binding agreement or contract.


(v)
That collaborations which have met (i) to (iv) above will only be approved for entry onto its Register of Collaborative Provision, normally for a five year period. 


(vi)
That, during the five year period, it will monitor the provision and, if it perceives that standards are at risk, it reserves the right to suspend or terminate the collaboration subject to safeguards for students.


(vii)
That, at the expiry of the agreement, there will be a full review of the standards and quality of the collaborative provision leading to a recommendation as to whether it should be re-approved and continued on the Register, or terminated and discontinued, subject to safeguards for students.  

5.
The Academic Council shall have the power to recommend to the Senate the approval of:


(i)
Individual courses of study provided in such recognised institution(s) as equivalent to the whole, or defined part, of an approved course of study of the University.


(ii)
Programmes of study validated by the University, which have been developed and which are delivered by a recognised organisation.

6.
Where the associations between the University and a recognised Institution meet criteria established, from time to time, by the Senate, the Institution may, with the approval of the Senate and the Privy Council, be accorded the title of University College.

25 November 2014
1
2

