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Specification

• 1 hour 30 minutes

• 12% of total A Level

In this unit, students develop 
decision-making skills in a real-
world scenario. They identify and 
analyse appropriate material, 
examine conflicting values and 
make and justify 
recommendations.



Current Specification Case Studies

• 2018 – Aquaculture, Galway Bay, Ireland

• 2019 – Carmichael Mine, Australia

• 2021 (AR) – Tidal Lagoon, Swansea Bay

• 2022 – Pebble Mine, Alaska

• 2023 – Afforestation in Leitrim, Ireland

• 2024 – Nijgadh Airport, Nepal
You need to 
practise completing 
DMEs in timed 
conditions.
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Format [2]

Do not amend the titles/subtitles 
provided.  You must use them 
exactly as they are provided.

Each heading and subheading 
should be used only once.

Take a new line for each heading 
and subheading.



Candidate 1

• Introduction

• Likely impact on employment and economy

• Likely Impact on Environment

• Decision [0/2]



Candidate 2

• A. Introduction

• B. The Likely impact on:

• i) Employment and the economy.

• ii) The environment and people

• C. Decision Conclusion [2/2]
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Role [2]

You must adopt [1] and maintain [1] the 
role given.

Typically, the role is adopted in the 
Introduction.

The role can be maintained in any other 
section of the report. Typically, the role is 
maintained in the Decision/Conclusion.

Write your report in the first person and do 
not fear personal pronouns (e.g. I and we).



Candidate 1

A. Introduction

I am Mr Tenzing Norgay and as an independent consultant employed by 

the Nepalese Government it is my responsibility to recommend whether or 

not the airport at Nijgadh should proceed.

C. Conclusion

I, Mr Tenzing Norgay, an independent consultant employed by the 

Nepalese Government, have decided that I do not recommend building this 

airport. [2/2]



Candidate 2

A. Introduction

As Mr Tenzing Norgay I will weigh up potential effects on employment, the 

economy and the environment of a new airport being built at Nijgadh, 

Nepal.

B. The Likely Impact on:

(i) Employment and the economy

As a consultant to the Nepalese govt. it is important to analyse the impact of 

Nijgadh airport on employment and the economy, both locally and 

nationally. [2/2]
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Graph [8]

• Reference [1]: “As can be seen in my graph…”

• Technique [1]: The technique must be appropriate.

• Accuracy [3]: All data must be accurately plotted.

• Conventions [3]:

• Title must refer to both variables.

• Both axes labelled (with units).

• Accurate key (if required).

• Consistent intervals on the x- and y-axis.

• All values encompassed by the axes.



Graph



Candidate 1

• Reference [1]: “This is clear, 

see graph, as in 2019 the total 

tourism employment was…”

• Technique [1]: Line graph is 

appropriate.

• Accuracy [3]

• Conventions [3]

R 1
T 1
A 3
C 3
        = 8



Candidate 2
Reference in report reads:

“As can be seen in Table 1, there has been an 
increase in international tourism and tourism 
employment between 2010 and 2019.”

Candidate has achieved 3/3 for Accuracy.

X

X
X

X

X

R 0
T 1
A 3
C 0
        = 4



Graph: Appropriate Technique?

Bar Graph.

Ideally a 
compound 
bar graph.



Graph: Appropriate Technique?

Line Graph.

Bar graph is 
also 
acceptable.





Writing the 
Report

“You are strongly recommended to 
spend 30 minutes reading the question 
and selecting appropriate information 
before attempting to write your report.”



The Value of 
Non-Text 
Resources

Higher marks are reserved for those who can integrate 
non-text resources (e.g. photographs, maps, 
infographics) into their response. Where possible, you 
should make conspicuous references to the 
resources: “I can see in Resource 1A that…” / “After 
reviewing Resource 2B I can see that…”

Quote figures from any graphs provided in the 
Resource booklet.

There is no need to make conspicuous references to 
the Text resources. Examiners know you are using the 
text already.

Quotes can be very valuable, but you do not need to 
use the full quotation. Use the name of the person and 
extract a small, valuable portion of it.
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Introduction



• Paragraphs.
• Clear description.
• Clear need.
• Balanced section.
• Factually detailed.
• Clear non-text references.
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The Likely Impact on:
• Normally two sections to complete.

• Within each section, you should include 3-4 arguments for each side of the debate.

• Adopt a logical structure and present each individual argument in its own paragraph.

• People/Employment/Economy: address the possible benefits and the counterarguments in your 

report.

• The environment: address the potential damage and the counterarguments in your report. Remember, 

the counterarguments here aren’t necessarily positive impacts, they could be the strategies being put in 

place to reduce the impacts of the development.

• Make sure you complete each section in the order given.  Do not address the counterarguments first – 

this makes no sense.

• Make as much use of the additional resources where possible.  Examiners are easily impressed by those 

candidates who can integrate references to photographs and maps within their reports.

• Include as much depth and detail as possible, without resorting to verbatim quoting from resources.
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Chief Examiner Comment



OPPOSE THE DEVELOPMENT
(Dismiss Economy, Support Environment)

SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT
(Dismiss Environment, Support Economy)

• On the one hand, I appreciate that this 
development has the potential to provide 
378 jobs in construction and 3000 full time 
jobs during its lifetime. On the other hand, 
however, the mine threatens to destroy the 
habitat of the grizzly bear and the migratory 
rivers of the sockeye salmon. For this 
reason, I must give priority to the 
environment.

• While I accept that this development has 
the potential to generate £245 million in 
revenue and boost the national economy, I 
cannot overlook the 21.9% increase in 
Carbon Dioxide emissions and the impact 
this will have on the local and national scale. 
For this reason, the development must be 
rejected.

• On the one hand, I appreciate that this 
development threatens to destroy the 
habitat of the grizzly bear and the migratory 
rivers of the sockeye salmon. On the other 
hand, however, it has the potential to 
provide 378 jobs in construction and 3000 
full time jobs during its lifetime. For this 
reason, I must give priority to the 
economy.

• While I accept that this development has 
the potential to increase Carbon Dioxide 
emissions by 21.9%, I cannot overlook the 
fact that it will generate £245 million in 
revenue and boost the national economy. 
For this reason, the development must be 
accepted.



OPPOSE THE DEVELOPMENT
(Dismiss Economy, Support Environment)

SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT
(Dismiss Environment, Support Economy)

• While the promise of wages which are 
14.9% higher than the national average is 
tempting, we must not sacrifice the beauty 
of our natural landscape. This development 
will undoubtedly impact an area 930 km2 in 
size, damaging local ecosystems and food 
chains.

• Supporters of the scheme claim that 
development will help to overcome out-
migration in an area of high levels of 
deprivation; however, I must prioritise the 
environment. The area in question is a 
National Heritage Site and an ASSI.

• While the development threatens to 
change an area over 930 km2 in size, I must 
give priority to wages which are 14.9% 
higher than the national average. This 
development will undoubtedly bring 
immeasurable benefits to our economy.

• Opponents of the scheme claim that the 
development will irreparably damage a 
National Heritage Site and an ASSI; 
however, I must prioritise the economy. 
By supporting the development, we will 
help to prevent out-migration from an area 
experiencing high levels of deprivation.



State the 
Decision 
early.

Dismiss 
Economic 
Benefit

Prioritise 
Envt.

Dismiss 
Economic 
Benefit

Prioritise 
Envt.

Dismiss 
Economic 
Benefit

Prioritise 
Envt.

Emphasise 
that the 
environmental 
concerns are 
too great to 
ignore.

Quote



Top Tips for 
Success

Timing: 30 minutes reading and annotating the resources and 
60 minutes to draw your graph and write your report (1 mark 
per minute).

Resources: make use of the full range of resources and make 
your use of non-text resources very obvious.

Avoid verbatim: Write it in your own words. Less is more!

Be precise: figures and statistics are much more valuable.

Master the terminology specific to the case study.

Maximise your 12 marks in FRG.



The Move to Online Marking…



Support


