
 IQDA Teaching Resources: Transcript for 
audio clip

Data Archive Name: Life Histories and Social Change

How to Cite: Gray, J. & O’Riain, S., Life History and Social Change Project 

[collection], 2007, Maynooth, Co. Kildare: Irish Qualitative Data Archive 

[producer], ID10028, Irish Qualitative Data Archive [distributor].

Participant ID: LHArchiveB17

Clip ID: LHArchiveB1704

More info: www.iqda.ie

 

IQDA Teaching Resources by Irish Qualitative Data Archive is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported 
License.
Based on a work at http://www.iqda.ie/content/life-histories-and-social-
change-20th-century-ireland.

 

http://www.iqda.ie/content/teaching-qualitative-research
http://www.iqda.ie/content/life-histories-and-social-change-20th-century-ireland
http://www.iqda.ie/content/life-histories-and-social-change-20th-century-ireland
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/deed.en_US
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/deed.en_US


RESP: ... there wasn't enough ambition or motivation [in school], like a lot of lads in 

particular didn't have an interest in school, their parents, fathers in particular, didn't see the 

need. Just before my generation now, I would say my older brothers and people older than 

that, for some reason they didn't have an interest in education and they were off to England 

at 16 or 17. Did okay, some of them, some didn't. Like if you go to Kilburn now you'll see Irish

guys over there drinking you know and no future. Others did well you know. The girls were a 

bit better I think, even parents saw that girls might need education a bit more, but even that 

in some cases they went off to England as well. I remember like girls coming home near me, 

and the fellows were fine, they went over and went to work on building sites with other 

Connemara fellows and Mayo fellows. And I used to go over to my brothers in Kilburn and I'd

speak more Irish over there for a day or two than I would at home, and they kept their own 

accents. But the poor girls who went over went to work in factories and I used to see girls 

coming home with a terrible English accent, and they'd no choice because they wouldn't 

make themselves heard or they couldn't communicate if they didn't kind of speak like the 

English with them. You see in Coronation Street there, you know the "Put the kettle on" sort 

of stuff? It was kind of sad to see a girl who was maybe talking Irish only up to a year before 

all of a sudden come home with slang, they'd no choice, they had to go into factories.

 


